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Summary of Observations 

This comic retains the front cover, back cover, inside front cover, inside rear cover, centerfold, and 

interior pages. Both original staples are present. The comic presents as visually attractive overall, 

with strong retained cover gloss, good color saturation, and clean, readable interior pages. The 

book remains complete and readable. 

The most significant condition issues are concentrated at the spine and staple areas, where visible 

spine edge damage and heavily rusted staples are present. Oxidation is pronounced and has 

resulted in paper disruption adjacent to at least one staple location. Despite this, the book remains 

mechanically intact, with pages still attached. 

Interior paper shows uniform aging and remains flexible per the brittleness test. Observed wear 

elsewhere consists primarily of edge abrasion, localized paper loss along the lower spine edge, and 

handling wear consistent with use but not abuse. 

 

Front Cover — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2766) 

Observations: 

The front cover displays good overall retained gloss, visible as reflective sheen across the green 

background when viewed under angled light. Color saturation remains strong and well preserved, 

particularly in the green background field and character colors. Printed linework remains sharp and 

clearly defined. 

Edge wear is present along the bottom and open edges, consisting of light abrasion and minor 

paper thinning without large chips or tears. The top edge shows minor softening but retains a 

straight profile. 

A vertical stress line is faintly visible near the spine, consistent with repeated opening and closing. 

At the lower spine area, paper disruption is visible where cover stock has thinned and broken away, 

exposing underlying paper layers. This damage does not extend into the central artwork but is clearly 

structural rather than superficial. 

Corners exhibit rounding consistent with handling. No diagonal folds or large creases cross the 

primary artwork. 



Overall Impression: 

The front cover remains attractive and visually strong, but structural wear along the spine edge is 

the dominant exterior defect. 

 

Back Cover — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2767) 

Observations: 

The back cover retains full structural integrity with no missing sections. Surface toning is uniform and 

consistent with age. The printed Wheaties advertisement remains fully legible, with clear imagery and 

text. 

Edge wear is present along the bottom and open edges, consisting of abrasion and softening. A 

localized area of paper loss is visible near the right edge, irregular in shape, extending inward 

several millimeters. Paper fibers at this location appear torn rather than rubbed, indicating material 

loss rather than erosion. 

Corners show rounding and mild deformation, most pronounced at the lower right corner, where 

paper thinning is visible. 

Overall Impression: 

The back cover is intact but exhibits localized material loss and typical handling wear, with no 

impact to readability. 

 

Inside Front Cover — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2768) 

Observations: 

The inside front cover shows cream-to-tan paper coloration with moderate, even aging. No writing, 

stamps, or markings are visible. The hinge area shows mild stress creasing but remains intact. No 

reinforcement or repair materials are observed. 

Overall Impression: 

Inside front cover is clean and structurally stable, with age-appropriate toning. 

 



Interior Pages — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2769, IMG_2770, IMG_2771, IMG_2772) 

Observations: 

Interior pages remain clean and readable, with even paper coloration ranging from cream to light 

tan. Printed colors remain well defined, with strong contrast and intact halftone patterns. Black 

linework remains crisp across panels. 

Minor handling wear is visible at outer page edges, including softening and shallow corner bending 

on several pages. No full-thickness tears, stains, ink transfer, or writing are visible. Page margins 

remain intact without chipping. 

All photographed interior pages remain properly aligned and attached. 

Overall Impression: 

Interior pages present very well, with light handling wear only and strong visual clarity. 

 

Inside Rear Cover — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2768) 

Observations: 

The inside rear cover displays uniform toning consistent with the rest of the interior. Printed 

subscription material remains legible. Mild edge softening is present along the bottom edge. No 

writing or markings are visible. 

Overall Impression: 

Inside rear cover remains clean and intact. 

 

Centerfold — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2865) 

Observations: 

The centerfold remains fully attached at both staples. The fold line shows moderate compression 

consistent with use. No tearing or splitting is visible along the fold itself. 



Staple perforations show stress and discoloration corresponding to staple oxidation, but paper 

remains continuous without complete pull-through. 

Overall Impression: 

Centerfold remains attached with visible stress near staple points, but no detachment. 

 

Spine — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2774) 

Observations: 

The spine exhibits significant wear, including abrasion, paper loss, and exposed underlying layers 

along the lower half. The green spine color is disrupted by multiple breaks where cover stock has 

flaked away. The spine remains generally straight but no longer presents a continuous, intact surface. 

Structural damage appears progressive rather than catastrophic, suggesting long-term wear rather 

than a single failure event. 

Overall Impression: 

The spine shows substantial material degradation, representing one of the primary condition 

limitations. 

 

Upper Staple — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2776) 

Observations: 

The upper staple shows heavy oxidation, with dark brown corrosion covering much of the visible 

metal. Rust migration is visible into the surrounding paper, with discoloration extending several 

millimeters from the staple crown. Some fiber breakdown is visible at the penetration points. 

Staple remains present and seated. 

Overall Impression: 

Upper staple is structurally present but severely oxidized with adjacent paper disturbance. 

 



Lower Staple Area — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2777) 

Observations: 

The lower staple area exhibits oxidation comparable to or exceeding that of the upper staple. Paper 

surrounding the staple shows darkened staining and local weakening. No complete pull-through is 

visible, but paper integrity at the staple legs appears compromised. 

Overall Impression: 

Lower staple area reflects advanced corrosion and localized paper deterioration. 

 

Brittleness Test — Observations 

Photo Condition & Quality: (IMG_2778) 

Observations: 

The tested page corner flexes without cracking, splitting, or flaking. The bend forms smoothly, and 

the paper partially rebounds toward flat upon release. No fiber fracture is visible. 

Overall Impression: 

Paper retains flexibility and does not exhibit brittle behavior at the tested point. 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 


